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In Harrington E. Manville’s Tokens of the Industrial Revolution – Foreign silver 

coins countermarked for use in Great Britain c. 1787-18281, (Manville) on page 

56 under Deanston, he records ‘The Deanston Mill  property was purchased by 

Benjamin Flounders, a Yorkshire Quaker, in partnership with Joseph, Samuel and 

William Twigg.’ This information appears to be sourced, in part, from an article in 
volume 28 of the British Numismatic Journal for the period 1955-7 by S.A.H. 

Whetmore entitled ‘Notes on some Issuers of Countermarked Spanish Dollars’ on 

page 642. This detail has been repeated over the years, most notably in the 

Walter Allen sale of 1984 under lot 772.  

 

Recent research indicates that during this period of countermarking there were in 

fact three businesses called ‘Adelphi Cotton Works’. (Fig. 1)3 

 

1) (15 in Fig. 1) Deanston / Doune set up by the Buchanans from 1785 as 

Adelphi then sold to Benjamin Flounders in about 1794. (Sale notice in 

Manville page 55 which refers to Kilmadock, and county of Perth. Fig. 2). 

 

 
Fig. 1. Abstract of the Returns made by the Proprietors or Managers of Cotton Mills in Scotland, 1816. 
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Fig. 2.  

 
Deanston. 

This Adelphi Cotton Works is the one that is believed to have issued the 

countermarks. It suffered a fire in 1796 reported in Manville on page 275. The 

descriptions of Deanston/Adelphi mill in the Old and New Statistical Accounts for 

Scotland make no mention of the Twiggs and suggest an unbroken line from the 

Buchanans to Flounders to the Finlays. (Fig. 3) 

 

 
Fig. 3. The Statistical Account of Scotland, Volume Twentieth, 1798, p 87. 

 

2) (26 in Fig. 1) Sneddon Street, Paisley owned by Joseph, Samuel and 

William Twigg, remaining in the Twigg family until at least the 1860’s. (Fig. 

4). 
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Fig. 4. Watson’s Directory for Paisley 1865-66, p 96. 

 

Paisley.  

This Adelphi Cotton Works was owned by the Twigg family. It also suffered a fire, 

but in 1794. (Fig. 5) This, too, is reported in Manville, page 275. This report 

clearly states that the mill was in ‘Sneddon of Paisley’. The fire was fought by the 

‘officers of the Strathspey fencibles, and a party of the privates, along with the 

Paisley volunteers’. The Strathspey Fencibles were raised in 1793 and 

immediately sent south to defend against any possible French invasion and were 

for a time headquartered in Paisley. 

 

 
Fig. 5. The European Magazine, volume 26, July-December 1794, p 453. 

 

3) (34 in Fig. 1) Hutchesontown, Glasgow owned by Robert Thomson.  

 

Hutchesontown. 

This Adelphi Cotton Works was owned by Robert Thomson from at least 18094 

and was still in his ownership in 1838 when there was a trial for ‘Illegal 

Conspiracy and Murder’ at the High Court of Justiciary, Edinburgh5. (Fig. 6) In 

fact Thomson, who was a flax spinner, is apparently credited with being the first 

in Scotland to consider spinning cotton in his mill after a chance purchase of a 

batch of East India Company cotton. (Fig. 7) 
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Fig. 6. Report of the Trial at Edinburgh High Court of Judiciary, 3 January 1838, p 19. 
 

 

 
Fig. 7. Extract from Helensburgh Heritage Trust – ‘search’ Robert Thomson, 2nd on list ‘Was he the 

Town’s first Provost?’ 

 

It would, therefore, seem that Adelphi was a popular name for a business. As 

Manville points out on page 55, ‘adelphi is brothers in Greek’ and though it is not 

clear if ‘brothers’ were involved in the Hutchesontown concern, they certainly 

were in Deanston and at Paisley.  
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