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An Act Touching the Moneys & Coyns of England  

– 17 July 1649 
 

Gary Oddie 

 
Just a few months after the execution of Charles I on Tuesday 30 January 1648/9 an act was passed through 

Parliament specifying the gold and silver standards and the designs for the new Commonwealth coinage. The 

style of the Act is similar to those at the beginning of the previous reigns. However the absence of a portrait and 

the use of legends in English were new.  
 
The coinage and operation of the Mint had been discussed on several occasions in the intervening months, 

especially the clipped coins and the transfer of bullion seized at the end of the Civil War to the mint and also 

restricting the export of gold.(1)  
 
The Act is transcribed in Ruding(2) but original copies are not often seen and as the act is quite short it is 

reproduced in full below. Note the images are slightly reduced to fit the page. 
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(1) R. Ruding. Annals of the Coinage of Great Britain and its Dependencies. Third Edition, 1840, vol 1, 

pp407-410. 

(2) Idem, pp410-411. 
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