The Treason Act — 17 July 1649
Gary Oddie

Tuesday 17" July was a busy day in Parliament. Along with the previously noted Act defining the
denominations, weights, and designs of the new Commonwealth coinage,™ an act was also passed declaring
what offences shall be adjudged treason.

The Treasons Act of 1649 was passed by the so-called Rump Parliament. It superseded the Act declaring what
offences shall be adjudged Treason passed about two months earlier on the 14" of May 1649. The Rump
Parliament was part of the Long Parliament in Britain that continued to sit after the forced exclusion of
Presbyterian members in 1648. It voted for the trial that resulted in the execution of Charles I.

With the execution of Charles | at the end of January in 1649, new Treason Acts were necessary to replace those
that had previously addressed offences against the King, with those that addressed threats that faced the
Commonwealth.

This Treason Act of 17" July 1649 is just five pages long, but the last page and a half refer to all aspects of the
circulating gold and silver coinage. The whole Act is reproduced in the pages that follow and a brief summary
appears below.

The Act proceeds as follows. On pages 353-4, that no one is to publish or say that the [Commonwealth]
government is tyrannical, usurped, or unlawful, or that the commons in parliament assembled are not the
supreme authority of this nation. Then no members of the Commonwealth’s army (under Thomas Fairfax) are
to plot, contrive, or endeavour to stir up or raise force against the present government, or for the subversion or
alteration of the same. Then page 355 begins; no one is to procure, invite, aid, or assist any foreigners or
strangers to invade England or Ireland or to attempt or incite the subversion of the government, or insurrection
against the government. Then appears the numismatic section with no one to counterfeit the Commonwealth
version of the great seal of England, and this is followed by pages 355-7 with no counterfeiting the coinage of
the Commonwealth, importing false money, no uttering or making payments with false money etc. And no one
is to Impaire, diminish, falsifie, clip, wash, round or file, scale or lighten, for wicked lucre or gains sake any
the proper moneys or coyness of this Commonwealth, or the dominions thereof, or of the moneys or coins of any
other realm allowed or suffered to be currant within this Commonwealth. . .

The penalty for treason under the Act was death and forfeiture of all lands and goods.

As with all acts and ordinances passed by Parliament during the Civil War and the Interregnum, which did not
have Royal Assent, this Act was made null and void following the Restoration of the monarchy in 1660.

The pages below reproduce the act in full. The images are slightly reduced to fit on the page.
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SRS S Goberned by its olvn
Reprelentatives 0p  MNational Peetings
Councel, Chofen and Entrufted by them for that
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of a Commonbealth and Free-State, Without
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gzefmt Pactiament, and by the Authoity of the
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~ the fame by any open Beed, That th

agamf the prefent Government, 02 fop the fub:
peefion o2 alfevation ofthe fame,and |

Difence Maltbe takeft, Decmed and adjuday
authoty of this Paciiament tobe High Lrea-
fon. 2AndYohereas. The Keepers of the Libcrtywo_‘t:

England, &b the Councel of Scace, conftituten, | ny

to bie from timeto tithe tonfiituted By Aushoricy
of Pacliament, ave fobe undee the faid Wepre-

- Tentatibeg ty Pactiament , Sntruled for the

Maintennanceof the faiv Goverment, With fe-
berad PoYvers and duthoyities imited , given
anbappomeed unto thett by the Parliament; Be
it Hketbife endacted by the Authority aforefaid,
L hat f any peclon thall malicioufly and adbiled-
1p plot oyendeaboy the fubbecfion of the faid
Keepers of the Liberty of England, 02 the Councel of
State, and the fame thall declave by atp open deed,
02 thall mobe awy peefon 02 pecfons fo2 the doing
theeeof, oy ftiv up tihe Peopie to vife agamt them,
02 either of them, their 0p either of theiv Autho:

vities, That thenevery fuch Dfence and DE-

festces, thall be taken, deemed and declared to be
PighLreafon. And Whereas the Pactiament,

fop theiy fult and lawful defence, hath varied and

Tebyed the Armyp and Forces nowb under the com=

and of Thomas Fogd Fairfax, andave at prefent

wece{fitaten, by veafon of the manifold Diktra=
ctiong Within this Commonvealth, and Fnva-
fiong theatned from aboad , o continue the

fame, Yobich under God, mult be the JPnkru-
Cinental means of preferbing the Wwell-affected

people of this Nation in peace and {afety ; We it
further Enacted by the Authoxty aforefaid,
Lhat i any peclon, not being an Dficer, Hol-

vice o2 gDember of the Avmy, MHaill plot, te?g;
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feive 07 endeabos to fiv up any Putiny m the

fatd Army, o2 Wwithdraw any Soidiers oy Dife:
cers from thete obedience to their Superioy DR
cees, op from the prefent Gobernment ag afoe:
faid; 0 thall procure, imbite, ayd oz allk any
Forraigners o Stvangees to Pnvade England 07
Treland ; 07 (hall adheve to any Forces raifed by
the Enemies of the Packiament 02 Common:
fealth, 02 Keepers of the Liberty of England; 03 if
any pecfon thall counterfeit the Great-Seal of
England, fo? the time being nfed and appointed by
anthority of Dacliament, Lhat then ebery fuch
fenceand Difences hatl be taken, deemed and
peclaved by authoity of this Pariiument, to be
pigh Lrealon ; and every Tuch perlons thail fuf-
fer paims of peath, and alfo forfeic unto the
Keepers of the Liberty of England, £0 and for the ufe
of the Commontvealth, all and ingulachis aud
their Lands, Lenements and Hereditanents,
Goods and Chattels, asincale of High Leealon
path been uled by the Laws and Deatues of
this fLand to be forfeit aud 1ok, 1D200ided al:
tbaps, Zhat no perfous thall be indicted and Av-
raigned for any of the Ofences mentioned i
this 2Act, uniefs fuch Dfendees hall be FJubict
¢b and pofecuted for the fame Within one year
after the Difence committed,  2And be t¢ further
Enacted by the Authovity aforefatd, Lhatif
any peefon thall counterfeit the dhoney of (his
Commonivealth, 02 Matl ring any falfe Po-
ney tnto this Land, countevfeit o7 other, like
 to the @honey of this Commoneatth , knolb-
g the Ponep to be faile, to Perchandise 0
| ‘make payment, tn decett of the People of thig
Jation; o2 «f any peefon Mall hereatter fady
~ fo2ae aud connterfiet any fuch kinde of tnynf
0
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of Gold 0y Silbver, as 8 not the poper Copn
of this Conmmonvealth, and is 02 hall be
cuctant Wwithin this Nation, by confent of the
Pacttament , 02 fuch as Mall be by them aus
- thopised theveunto ; 02 thall bring from the pacts
beyond the Seas o this Conmmonbealth,
oy fnto any the Dominions of the fame, anp
fuch faile and countecfeit Copn of Poncy,

f being cucvant Within the fame as is abobe-
| fafd, knowing the fame Goney to be faife and
f counterfeit, to the mtent o utter 02 make pay-
ment With the fame Within this Common-

Wealth, by Mevchandise 02 otherile; o2 (f

any perfon thall Fmpare, Diminity, Faitfie,

Clip, Wal, Wound 0y File, Scale o2 Lighten,

- fop Wicked Zucre 02 Gains fake, any the p2o-

per doneys 02 Coyns of this Conunonvealtly,

02 the Dominions theveof, 02 of the dBoneys

o2 Copns of any other Wealm, aliolbed and

fuffered to be cuveant Within this Common=

Wealth, 02 the Dominions theveof, Lhat then
all and every fuch Dffences abobementioned,

fhall be and ave hereby Ddeemned and adjudged

High Leealon, and the Offenders thevein,

| theit councellos, procurers, apders and abet=
= tors, being conbicted accoding to the Laws
of this Nation of any of the faid Difences,
fhall be deemed and apjudged Lraptors againit
this Commonwealth, and (hall fuffer and habe
fuch pains of Death, and Forfeitures asincafe
of High Trealon is ufed and Drdained, P20-
bided alvays, and be it Enacted by the autho-
vity afoefaid, Lhat this Act touching the
dMoneys and Coyng afozefaid, 02 any thing
therein contained, noz any 2Attainder of aup
pecfon oz the fame, Mall inaunp Wife extend -g;
B B0 ; €.

BNS Research Blog 8 October 2021 Page 6



(357) e
be fudged £0 make any cozeuption of wiood, to
any the Heiv 02 Heirs of any fuch Dffender, 02
¢0 mate the 10ife of any fuch Dffendectolofeoy
foafeit her Dowver, of op i any FLands, Lene-
ments 02 Hereditaments, o2 hev Eitle, Action 02

- Fntereft in thefame, ‘ S

e o T

B . Die Mariis, 17 Fuli, 164.9.. ;
ORdercd,by the Parliament, That this A¢t
be forthwith printed and publithed. |
' Hen: S cpbell, Cleric. Parliaments.
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