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Further to our last die study on the siege coinage of Newark, please find below a modern-day study,
recording the dies and coins used at Pontefract Castle in 1648. This is based on the listings of Hird,
Spink, North and our own PC references. Our aim is to help collectors and fellow numismatists to

identify the various coins struck during this fascinating period of English history.

PONTEFRACT CASTLE. DURING THE CIIVIL WAR

"Pontefract, at this period also known as Pomfret, Castle was seized on June 2, 1648, on behalf of the king,

by a colonel in the forces of Sir Marmaduke Langdale, one John Morris or Maurice, who, with the aid of a

few soldiers disguised as peasants, overcame the small garrison of this most important station, the key to
the North.

The castle was invested by Cromwell in the following who, h , left General Lambert to
conduct the reqular investment, the plan of which will be seen from the accompanying diagram, executed
at the time of the siege. Pontefract successfully resisted all attacks and only yielded March 22, 1649, i.e.,
nearly two months after the execution of Charles I. Following the surrender, several officers, who had been
excepted from "The Act of Grace,” were executed, including the commander, Colonel John Morris, who

might have escaped from prison, but loyally remained to succour a fallen comrade.

An item of interest relating to this siege, the third and last sustained by Pontefract during the course of the
Civil War, is that according to some authorities it was here that Cromwell's veterans were first known as
"Ironsides," a name, perhaps, by which they are best remembered at the present time. The siege-coins struck
at Pomfret may be grouped into two main divisions; the one issued during the reign of Charles L; the other
subsequently to his execution, and in the name of his successor, for the garrison immediately acknowledged
his son as King Charles I1."

ABOVE TEXT FROM OF THE GREAT

‘We would like to thank and acknowledge our kind gratitude to those whos coins we have illustrated in this die study.

GOLD COINAGE OF PONTEFRACT

PC1
Image courtesy of the Montagu Catalogue, lot 626

1648 PONTEFRACT GOLD UNITE

“This unique coin is struck from circular dies, upon an octagonal flan (Fig. 47). It weighs only 138-5 grains, although the full weight of the unite at
this period was 14C5 grains. The recent history of this coin is that it was presented by Bath King-of-arms, F. H. Barnewall, to Sir Thomas G. Cullum,
Bart., ancl was for a number of years on exhibition in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge. His grand: Mr. G. Mil ib: ullum,
exhibited it at the Stuart Exhibition of 1885, after which it passed into the collection of the late Mr. Montagu. At the sale of his collection, it was
purchased for the late Mr. Murdoch, from whose cabinet, at its dispersal, it came into the possession of Messrs. Spink.”

Text from THE OBSIDIONAL MONEY OF THE GREAT REBELLION. 1642-1649.

PC-2
Image courtesy of the British Musuem
1648 PONTEFRACT GOLD SHILLING

Pontefract, Charles II, Gold Shilling, 1648, type 2, no mm., large crown above hanc devs dedit and date, CAROLII D G MAG B F ET H RX around,
rev. post mortem patris pro filio, castl obs to lefi, P C astle] above, cannon protruding at right, octagonal flan,

This made from the same dies used for (S 3151; N 2649; Hird 282-4 and Brooker 1235 [(same dies])

SILVER COINAGE OF PONTEFRACT
Two Shillings

PC-3

Image courtesy of Spink
1648 PONTEFRACT TWO SHILLINGS

Charles I (1625-49), Pontefract besicged June 1648 - March 1649, lozenge shaped Two-Shillings, 9.64g, 1648, dvm: spiro: spero,, sketchy ‘beaded' outer
border and wire line inner border, large, simple but neat crown over c.r, rev. sketchy 'beaded” outer border and no inner border, castle gateway with
central tower dividing p-c, obs at left, hand holding sword at right, date below ( S.3147; N.2643; Nelson p33, fig.43)

Slaney Pa I lo 336 Spink SR Naish, Nosembr Nago, 575, R Cartwright,
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Duke of Devonshire, Christie, 2 30 March 1844

Shillings

using Hirds referances

Image courtesy of DNW
HIRD 270 -1

Shilling 1648, Obverse C-R crowned, DUM SPIRO SPERO, Reverse
OBS PC 1648, castle gateway, large lozenge shaped flan

Charles I, Pontefract besieged, Shilling, 1648-1649, 6.57g, 1648, on a large lozenge-shaped flan, crowned CR, DUM SPIRO SPERO, rev. castle
gateway with raised porteullis, hand with sword to right, obs to left, tower above flying flag, date below (S.3148; N.2646; Hird 270 -1)

PC-5

HIRD 272, S3148; N.2646

Shilling 1648, similar to last but larger lettering

Charles I, Pontefract besieged, Shilling, 16481649, 1648, on a large lozenge-shaped flan, crowned CR, DUM SPIRO SPERO, rev. castle gateway with
raised portcullis, hand with sword to right, obs to left, tower above flying flag, date below (S.3148; N.2646; Hird 272)

PC-6
Image courtesy of Ashmoleon Museum
HIRD 273 - 4
Shilling 1648, another from same dies as last, but octagonal shaped flan.

Charles I (1625-1649), Civil War Issues, Third Siege of Pontefract (June 1648 - March 1649), Obsidional Shilling, 1648, on a octagonal flan, DVM «
SPIRO « SPERO large lettering, crowned large C+ R, rev. castle gateway with flag dividing P-C, brandished arm and sword in right field, OBS
upwards in left, (S.3148; N.2646; Nelson, Fig. 44; Hird 272-274; Brooker 1231)

PC-7
Image courtesy of DNW

HIRD 275

Shilling 1648, Obverse different die to last, with smaller crown and letters. Reverse from same
die as last, circular shaped flan.

Charles I (1625-1649), Pontefract, Shilling, 1648, type I, DUM SPIRO SPERO around cypher, rev. castle gateway, obs to left, pc above, hand and
sword from window to right, date below, 5.48g/12h (Hird 271 and 275, same dies; N 2646; S 3148)

PC-8

Image courtesy of Goldbergs
HIRD 276

Shilling 1648, similar type to last but Reverse lacks the sword at right of castle and is replaced by value
XII between PC, lozenge shaped

Charles I, Civil War issues, Pontefract beseiged, June 1648- March 1649, lozenge shaped Shilling, 4.97g, DUM : SPIRO : SPERO crowned cr, rev.
castle, 1648 below, obs to left, p xii ¢ to right (Brooker 1233 - N.2647; S3149)

PC-9
HIRD 277
Shilling 1648, from same dies as last (Pennant weaker) but circular

Charles I (1625-1649), Pontefract besieged , Shilling, 1648, type II, large crowned CR , LEGEND READS DUM : SPIRO :
SPERO rev. castle with XII on right dividing PC (S.3149; N.2647; Hird 277) Weight 3.60 grams

Image courtesy of Spink
HIRD 278

Shilling 1648, from same dies as last (Pennant has now disappeared) but lozenge shaped.

Charles I (1625-49), Lozenge Shilling, 1648, Civil War issues, Pontefract, 5.15g, 12h, crowned cr, Legend reads DUM : SPIRO :
SPERO rev castle with xii on right dividing p ¢ (Brooker 1233 same dies; Hird 278; N.2647; S.3149)

HIRD 279

(Charles Il) Shilling 1648, Obverse CR crowned, DUM SPIRO SPERO, Reverse CAROLUS
SECUNDUS 1648 OBS PC, castle gateway and muzzle of gun to right instead of sword,
octagonal shaped flan

Charles I (1625-49), Pontefract Octagonal siege Shilling, 1648, Posthumous Issue in name of Charles II, issued after execution of Charles I,
30th January 1648149, crowned C R, inner linear circle with legend and outer beaded circle surrounding both sides, DVM: SPIRO:
SPERO, rev. Pontefract castle gateway with portcullis raised, flag flying on central turret, P to left, C to right for Pontefract Castle, OBS,
CAROLVS: SECVNDVS: 1648, (S.3150., N.2648; Nelson type 1 for name of Charles I cffig.47)

Image courtesy of Glendinings
HIRD 280

Shilling 1648, from same dies as last but lozenge shaped flan

Charles I (1625-49), Pontefract lozenge siege Shilling, 1648 , Posthumous Issue in name of Charles II, issued after execution of Charles I,
30th January 1648/49, crowned C R, inner linear circle with legend and outer beaded circle surrounding both sides, DVM: SPIRO: SPERO,
rev. Pontefract castle gateway with portcullis raised, flag flying on central turret, P to left, C to right for Pontefract Castle, OBS, CAROLVS:

SECVNDVS: 1648, (S3150; N.2648; Nelson type I for name of Charles I1 c£.fig.47)

Image courtexsy of DNW
HIRD 281

Shilling 1648, from same dies as last but circular shaped flan.

Charles I (1625-1649), Pontefract, Shilling, 1648, type II, crowned c-r, rev. castle gateway with muzzle of gun to right, CAROLVS SECVNDVS,
3.58g/12h (Hird 279-81, same dies; Brooker 1234, same dies; N 2648; S 3150)

Image courtexsy of DNW

HIRD 282-284

Shilling 1648, Obverse CAROL: II: D: G: MAG: B: F: ET: H: REX in centre HANC: DEVS: DEDIT
1648, crown above, Reverse POST: MORTEM: PATRIS: PRO: FILIO, in centre OBS, PC and castle
with cannon to right.

Charles I (1625-1649), Pontefract, Charles II, Shilling, 1648, type 2, no mm,, large crown above hanc devs dedit and date, carol ii d g mag b fet

h rex around, rev. post mortem patris pro filio, castle gateway, obs to left, p ¢ [Pontefract Castle] above, cannon protruding at right,
octagonal flan, 4.38g/12h (Hird 282-4 and SCBI Brooker 1235, same dies; N 2649; S 3151).

REFERENCES

P. Nelson. Obsidional Money of the Great Rebellion.
Originally published in the BN]J in 1905.

https://www.bri /publications/Digital%20BN]/pdfs/1905_BN]_2_11.pdf pages 291-357. Pontefract issues

covered pp 321-328.

Published as book by Baldwin in 1907.
Reprinted 1976.

H. Hird. Auction 6th March 1974, Glendining & Co in conj ion with Spink & Son Ltd. Lots 270-284.
J.J. North. English Hammered Coinage, volume 2, 1272-1662. Spink, 2018.
Spink. Coins of England & the United Kingdom. 2023.

J.J. North and P.J. Preston-Morley (Eds). Sylloge of Coins of the British Isles: The John G. Brooker Collection,
Coins of Charles I (1625-1649). 1984.

‘We would also like to thank Gary Oddie for his kind help with putting this together.

‘www.mhcoins.co.uk



